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We Decided: Guidelines for our Classroom 
Preparing the Ground: Agreements and Guidelines for the Classroom and Class Meetings 

 
Objective:   
• For all stakeholders to 

work together on creating 
the needed guidelines for a 
safe and successful 
classroom and school.  

Materials:  
• Board 
• Materials for a poster 

Comments for teachers:  
• This is a quick, simplified 

and effective process for 
generating classroom 
guidelines; however, it is not 
as powerful as BAPSY. Use 
guidelines in BAPSY for 
additional tips or fine-tuning.  

•  The power of this activity 
comes from making the list 
and engaging the students in 
following the guidelines. 
The follow-through in step 4 
is as important as the 
guidelines themselves.   

• Often students don’t make 
the connection between 
individual behavior (theirs) 
and the climate of the whole 
group. The internal reflection 
process teaches students to 
notice themselves in their 
environment. 

• The climate of the classroom 
is extremely important. If 
there is a pattern of problem 
behavior not being addressed 
by the guidelines, share your 
concerns and ask the class to 
review and revise. 

Directions 
1. Brainstorm and record. 
• Ask students to brainstorm what we need to do to have a 

safe, effective and fun classroom for learning.  
For example: listen while others talk, be polite, be 
respectful, take care of our things, put things away, 
only one person talks at a time, etc. 

2. Vote.  
• Ask students to vote for the three they think are the most 

important. 
• Tally the votes and choose the top 3 – 5 ideas to be “class 

guidelines.” 
3. Making poster and sign on. Have student volunteers make 

a poster to display chosen guidelines. Use their words, for 
example:	  

      OUR CLASSROOM - WE DECIDED: 
Listen while others talk 

Respect each other 
Help each other learn 

• Have each student sign the poster as acknowledgment of 
his/her agreement.   

4. Moving it forward (the follow through). After the poster 
has been made ask the class several times a day to pause 
and reflect:  
• “Show me with a thumbs up, sideways or down how we 

are doing on [guideline]. (“Show me how you think we 
are doing on our ‘listen while others talk’ guideline.”)  

• "Think of one small thing YOU can do to help us meet 
this guideline better. Please do it now." 

• It is important to do this when things are going well so 
students can see their progress.  

• When following through, it is important to remain non-
judgmental. Continue this process several times a day 
throughout the year.  	  

• Your non-judgmental observations help students become 
more aware. For example: 	  

“I can tell you are excited about the field trip tomorrow 
and it is harder to listen while others talk.”   
Or,   
“I notice our classroom has the sound of students hard 
at work. I’m enjoying listening to you work, help each 
other and solve problems.” 

 


